MONTGOMERY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1965 ■ 

MEMBERS  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1963: 

Councillor  W.  E.  Gomall. 

R.  W.  P.  Humphreys. 

J.  D.  K.  Lloyd. 


MAYOR: 
ALDERMEN : 


COUNCILLORS:  D.  P.  Davies, 

G.  W.  Jellings, 

J • Lum, 

Rev.  C.  M.  Semper, 
G.  W.  Windsor. 


TOWN  CLERK:  N.  0.  Davies,  A.C.C.S. 

TREASURER:  R.  C.  Williams. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

Elinor  M.  Greville,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. , D.P.H., 
Welshpool  Borough  Council  Offices, 

Welshpool 

(District  M.O.H.  N. Monts). 

SURVEYOR  & PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR: 


H.  J.  Sleigh 


TO:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1965* 

The  vital  statistics  compare  most  favourably  with  those  of  the 
County  and  Country  as  a whole ; the  population  and  Birth  Rate  have  risen 
and  the  Death  Rate  has  fallen.  The  Illegitimacy  Rate  is  higher,  but  was 
caused  by  only  two  illegitimate  births,  and  there  were  no  Still  Births  or 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Heart  disease  continues  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  death  and  one  dearth 
only  was  caused  by  coronary  heart  disease . 

Sections  C,  D & E of  the  report  have  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Sleigh, 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  and  here  is  real  evidence 
of  the  progress  made  during  the  year.  The  new  Sewerage  Works  enabled  the 
Council  to  plan  the  conversion  of  the  remaining  pail  closets  in  the  Borough 
to  water  closets.  Refuse  collections  are  made  only  fortnightly  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  an  effort  can  be  made  to  provide  weekly 
collections;  in  spite  of  the  extra  cost  involved. 

In  the  last  report  I referred  to  the  difficulty  encountered,  due  to 
shortage  of  staff  to  implement  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations;  I am  glad  to 
say  that  during  the  year  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  inspections  of  food 
premises  and  these  will  now  be  carried  out  regularly. 

The  completion  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  enabled  the  Council  to 
proceed  with  the  clearance  of  Substandard  Housing  and  to  plan  for  the 
provision  of  new  houses,  including  houses  for  elderly  persons. 

An  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  in  the  Second  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  in  July  and  August  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  were  reported;  the 
latter  cases  were  not  peculiar  to  the  Borough  of  Montgomery,  in  fact  this 
illness  was  prevalent  throughout  the  north  of  the  County  and  was 
attributed  to  a virus  infection. 

I would  consider  that,  on  the  whole,  1965  was  a particularly  healthy 
and  progressive  year  for  the  Borough. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Sleigh  for  preparing  the  Section  of  the 
report  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Circumstances. 

May  I also  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Council  and  the  Town 
Clerk  and  his  staff  for  all  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  during  the 
year. 


I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Elinor  M.  Creville. 


July,  1967 
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General  Statistics  of  the  District 

Area  - 3390  Acres. 

Registrar  General's  mid-year  estimate  of  population  - 9&0. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  - 299. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1965  - £14,931* 

Product  of  a penny  rate  - £55*  17*  1* 


Vital  Statistics 
Population 

Estimated  Mid-year  1965  - 980 
Estimated  Mid-year  1964  “ 970 
Estimated  Mid-year  1963  - 970 
Estimated  Mid-year  1962  - 950 
Estimated  Mid-year  1961  - 970 

These  figures  show  a rise  in  the  population  since  1964  of  10; 
the  1965  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  10;  since  the  number  of 
deaths  was  8,  there  was  a natural  increase  in  the  population  of  2. 


Births  and 

Deaths 

Births  - Total  10 

Male 

Fe  male 

Total 

Legitimate  . . . 

• • • • • • 

10 

11 

21 

Illegitimate  . . . 

• • • • • • 

NIL 

2 

2 

Total  . . . 

• • • • • • 

10 

13 

23 

Crude  Birth  Rate  - 23*47  per  1,000  population  (13*40  per  1,000  in  1964). 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  - 24*64  per  1,000  population  (after  applying  the 
Area  Comparability  figure  of  1.05)* 

Illegitimacy  Rate  - 8.7%  of  total  births  (Nil  in  1964) * 

Stillbirths  - Nil 

(Only  2 Stillbirths  during  past  5years) 

Still  Birth  Rate  - Nil. 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  - Nil  (only  one  has  occurred  during 

the  past  5 years) . 

Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate  - Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
births  - Nil. 

Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  - Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  - Nil. 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  Rate  - Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  - Nil. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total  live 
births)  - Nil. 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live 
births  - Nil. 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  - Nil. 

Cont/over  .... 


Maternal  Mortality  - Nil 


( 


Deaths  - (iill  Causes)  - 73* 

5 
3 
8 


Male 

Female 

Total 


• • • 
• • • 


• * • 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1965 
IN  THE  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  MONTGOMERY 


Cause  of  Death 


Sex 


Total 
All  Ages 


Age  in  Years 
55“  65-  75  & over 


Malignant'  Shd  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  M 


F 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  M 

F 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  M 

I' 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  M 

F 

Other  Heart  Disease  M 

F 

Congenital  Malformations  M 

F 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  M 

F 

GRAND  TOTALS  M & F 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


5 

3 

8 


1 


* 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 3 

1 

1 4 


1 


1 

1 


1 

2 

3 


Cancer  of  the  "bowel. 

Crude  Death  Rate  - 8.16  per  1,000  population  14*13  in  1964)* 

Average  Crude  Death  Rate  I960  - 1964  = 10.90. 

8.65 

Corrected  Death  Rate  -/per  1,000  population  (after  applying  Comparability 
Factor  of  1.06). 


Chief  causes  of  death: 

1.  Heart  Disease  - 50fo  of  all  deaths;  1 from  coronary  heart  disease. 

2.  Malignancy  - 25%  of  all  deaths. 


No  deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  occurred  during  the  past  5 years. 
Comparative  Statistics  (1965) 


Montgomery 

Montg . 

England 
& W ale  s 
(Provision- 

Borough 

County 

al  figures) 

B irth  Rate  

24*64 

14*95 

18.1 

Stillbirth  Rate  

NIL 

0.9% 

1.57% 

Illegitimacy  Rate  

8.7 

6 . 98/6 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Total) 

NIL 

16.8 

19.0 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ... 

NIL 

— 

13.0 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

NIL 

- 

13.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  . . . 

NIL 

— 

— 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

NIL 

- 

0.25 

De ath  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

8.65 

12.93 

11.5 

ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  FIVE  SANITARY  AUTHORITIES 
IN  N.  MONTGOMERY  SHIRE 


1965 


Sanitary 

District 

Popul- 

ation 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

popul- 

ation 

Stillbirth 
Rate  fo  of 
live 
births 

Illegitimate 
Birth  Rate 
% of  total 
b irths 

Total 
Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1000  live 
births 

Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 
popul- 
ation 

Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 
per  million 
population 

Llanfyllin  M.B. 

1,230 

11.38 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12.19 

Nil 

Montgomery  M.B. 

980 

23.47 

Nil 

8.7 

Nil 

8.16 

Nil 

Welshpool  M.B. 

6,520 

15.03 

3 

5.0 

20.4 

11.20 

Nil 

Llanfyllin  R.D. 

0,990 

16.69 

0.7 

7.3 

6.7 

13.90 

111*" 

Forden  R.D. 

5,080 

15.55 

1.3 

10.1 

12.7 

9.25 

Nil 

* This  was  caused  \>y  one  such  death. 


SECTION  "B" 


The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the  personal 
health  services  of  the  district. 

SECTION  "C” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


(l)  Water 


The  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  water  supplies. 

No  serious  problems  were  encountered  during  the  year. 

Ten  samples  were  taken  and  in  each  case  the  analysis  proved  highly 
satisfactory. 


(2)  Sewerage  & Drainage 

Construction  of  a modern  sewage  disposal  plant  was  completed  at  the 
end  of  the  year  end  part  of  the  Town  Sewers  were  connected  to  it.  The 
remaining  sewers  present  problems  of  trade  effluents  and  negotiations  were 
started  with  the  owners  of  trade  premises  with  a view  to  obtaining  an 
effluent  that  could  be  accepted  into  the  new  works. 

b.  Rivers  & Streams 


There  are  no  sewers  other  than  in  the  town  and  outside  these  every 
effort  was  made  to  avoid  pollution  of  streams.  In  all  cases  where  water 
closets  were  installed  septic  tanks  with  soakaway  drains  were  provided. 

(3)  Closet  Accommodation 

Pails  are  collected  at  night  from  20  properties  end  the  contents 
buried.  A further  12  houses  use  pails  and  bury  the  contents  in  the  gardens. 

During  the  year  an  inspection  was  made  of  all  of  these  properties 
with  a view  to  conversion  to  ./Cs  in  every  case.  Several  were  included  in 
Clearance  Areas  or  individual  demolition  orders.  In  other  canes  the  owners 
were  approached  with  a view  to  the  installation  of  modern  amenities  with 
the  aid  of  grant. 

When  this  action  reaches  completion  there  will  be  only  a very  few 

houses  with  pail  closets  and  these  are  dependent  on  extensions  to  the  water 

mains  and  sewers  before  conversion  can  be  made.  n , / 

C on t/ over 
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(4)  Public  Cleansing 


( 


Refuse  is  collected  fortnightly  by  contract  with  Forden  Rural  District 
Council  and  disposal  is  by  tipping  on  land  approximately  one  mile  from  the 
town. 

(5)  Shops 


Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  attention  of  shop- 
keepers was  drawn  to  some  contraventions  of  the  Act. 

(6)  Nuisances 


The  district  has  been  Inspected  systematically  and  on  complaint  and 
no  formal  action  was  necessary. 

(7)  Vermin 


A Rodent  Officer  is  employed  jointly  with  Forden  R.D.C.,  Welshpool 
Borough  and  Llanfyllin  R.D.C.  Complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
and  treatments  made.  The  district  is  within  the  area  of  warfarin 
resistant  rats  and  this  type  of  poison  was  not  used.  There  were  no 
serious  infestations. 


Number  of  inspections  8 3 

Premises  treated  43 

Materials  used: 

Sansage  rusk  273  lbs 

Oatmeal  124  18  s 

Zinc  Phosphide  12  lbs 

Antu  5 lb  s 


(8)  General 

There  are  no  comping  sites  nor  swimming  pools  in  the  Borough  and 
there  were  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance. 


SECTION  "D" 


Housing  etc. 


Inspections 

During  the  .year  34  houses  were  inspected  that  were  known  to  be 
substandard  and  reports  were  made  to  Council. 

The  Council  approved  4 clearance  areas  involving  17  houses. 

Two  aree,s  including  9 houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  and 
the  property  will  be  demolished  when  the  occupants  have  been  rehoused. 

One  area  was  withdrawn  on  an  offer  by  the  owner  to  sell  the  2 houses 
and  land  to  the  Council.  The  Council  accepted  the  offer. 

The  owner  of  6 houses  in  the  fourth  area  offered  to  improve  and 
modernise  the  property.  The  Council  accepted  this  offer. 

Individual  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  6 houses. 

In  the  remaining  cases  owners  were  asked,  informally,  to  consider 
modernising  their  houses  with  the  aid  of  grant. 

Grants 

Seven  Improvement  Grant  applications  were  approved  in  the  sum  of  £2561. 
One  of  these  was  completed  during  the  year. 


New  Houses 


No  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  nor  by  private  enterprise  but 
the  Council  decided  to  build  a further  10  houses  on  the  Tan-y-mur  site, 
to  acquire  land  in  Back  Lane  for  the  purpose  of  building  bungalows  for 
the  elderly  and  to  build  3 small  houses  on  the  Clearance  Area  site 
offered  to  the  Council. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  Architect  on  these  matters. 

The  Council  also  considered  future  development  within  the  Borough 
and  decided  to  explore  the  possibility  of  obtaining  further  land  for 
housing. 

Factories 


There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  Borough  but  7 factories  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority.  All  were  inspected  but 
no  action  was  necessary. 

13  premises  are  on  the  Register  of  Shops  and  Offices  employing 
36  persons.  All  of  these  were  inspected.  No  action  was  necessary. 

SECTION  "E" 


Inspection  of  Food 


Milk 


The  district  is  erved  by  outside  retailers.  All  of  the  milk 
retailed  is  pasteurised.  Six  samples  were  taken  for  keeping  quality. 
All  were  satisfactory. 

Meat 


There  is  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough.  All  animals 
slaughtered  are  inspected.  During  holidays  arrangements  are  made  for 
a relief  inspector  from  Welshpool. 

Inspection  charges  are  made  being  2/6  per  cattle  9d  per  pig  and 
6d  per  sheep. 


Carcasses  inspected  during  the  year. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

& 

Pigs 

cow 

Lamb  s 

No.  killed 

234 

— 

1532 

219 

No.  inspected 

234 

- 

1332 

219 

/ELI  diseases  except  T.B.  & 
Cysticercosis: 

Whole  carcase  cond. 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

Pent  carcase  cond. 

5 

32 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

2.13 

2.15 

0.45 

There  were  no  condemnations  for  tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis . 

No  horses  or  calves  were  slaughted. 

No  meat  marking  scheme  under  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulation  1924  is  in  force  in  the  district. 


Cont/over 
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SECTION  "F" 


<* 


Infectious  Disease  Control 


During  1565  a total  of  73  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  were 
reported,  and  were  distributed  as  follows :- 

Measles  • • • . . . • . . 63  , 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  . . . 1 

Y/hooping  Cough  4 

The  cases  of  measles  were  distributed  amongst  the  various  age 
groups  as  follows :- 

Measles  (Age  and  Sex  Distribution) 

Age  Group  Male  Female  Total 

(M  & F) 


Under  1 year 

1 

- 

1 

1-year 

2 

2 

4 

2 -years 

3 

4 

7 

3 -years 

4 

4 

8 

4-years 

6 

5 

11 

5-9  years 

16 

19 

35 

10-14  years 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL  (all  ages) 

33 

35 

68 

(The  outbreak  occurred  in  the  2nd  Quarter  of  the  Year) 


Tuberculosis  - No  new  case  of  tuberculosis  was  notified,  and,  again 
there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  14  visits  to  North  Montgomeryshire 
and  282  persons  were  examined;  of  this  number,  3 were  found  to  have 
pulmonary  abnormalities  other  than  tuberculosis  and  4 other  cases  were 
referred  for  further  investigation  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  carried  out  at  Welshpool  and  Newtown 
schools  where  352  pupils  were  tested;  286  were  found  to  require 
vaccination  and  282  presented  to  receive  it. 

Poliomyelitis  - Cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  country  during 
the  year.  The  County  Welfare  clinics  continue  to  offer  anti- 
poliomyelitis vaccination. 

Virus  Infection  - In  July  and  August,  children  from  several  schools  in 
the  north  of  the  county  were  attacked  by  an  illness  presenting  signs 
and  symptoms  of  meningeal  irritation;  (only  isolated  cases  came  to  my 
notice  in  the  Borough) . For  a day  or  two  some  of  these  children  were 
quite  ill  and  in  at  least  three  instances,  admission  to  hospital  was 
necessary,  but  recovery  was  usually  rapid  and  there  were  no  sustained 
after  effects.  In  several  cases  the  causative  virus  was  isolated  from 
the  patients.  Later,  adults  were  affected  and  it  was  evident  that 
this  illness  was  not  peculiar  to  Montgomeryshire,  since  adjacent 
counties  appeared  to  be  similarly  affected.  The  general  practitioners 
in  our  area  very  kindly  co-operated  with  us  in  obtaining  samples  for 
bacteriological  examination,  thus  enabling  the  causative  organism  to 
be  isolated. 


